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gonvening the legiflature, on the third Mondayin September |

1781, and on the famé day in every fifth year for ever there-
after, and they, or any twenty-four & them /f) met, fhall
proceed to elect, by ballot, either ogt bf their own body, or
the people at large, fifreen fenators, (nine of whom to be
refidents-on the weftern, and fix to be refidents on’ the caft-
ern fhore) men’ of the moft wifdom, experience and virtue,
above twenty-five years of age, refidents of the flate above
three whole years next preceding the ele®ion, and having
therein real and perfonal pProperty above the value of one
thoufand pouads current money,

16. That the fenators thall be balloted for at une and the
fame time,” and out of the gentlemen, refidents of the welt.
ern fhore, who fhall be propofed as fenartors, the nine, who
thall on firiking the ballots appear to have the greateft num-
bers in their. faveur, thall be a;cordingly declared and re-
turned duly eletted ; and out of the gentlemen, refidents of
the eaftern fhoore, who fhall he propofed as fenators, the fix
who fhall, on ftriking the ballots, appear 1o have the greatett
numbers in their favour, thall be accerdingly dectared and
returned duly elected ; and if two nr more, on the f{ame
fhore, fhall have an €qual number of ballots in thei. fa-
vour; by which the choice fhall not be determin-d on the
firft ballot, then the electors fhall again ballot bejoc they
feparate, in which they fhall be confined to the perfors, who
on the firft ballot fhall have had ap equal rumber ; and they
who fhall have the greatet number in thejr favour on the fe-
cond ballet, fhall be accordingly declared and retuined duly
eleCted : and if the whole rumber thould not thus be made
up, ‘becaufe of an equal namber on the fecongd ballor ftill be-
ing in favour of WO or more perfons, then the elettion thall
be determined by lot, between thofe who have equal wum-
bers ; which Preceedings of the electors fhal be certified un-
der their hands and returned to the chancellor for the time
being. o : ’ '

*l7g. ‘That the elefors of fenators fhall judge of the qualif-
cations and ele®ions of members of their body, and on a
contefted eleftion fhall admic to a feat, as an eleCor, fuch
qualificd perfon, as fhall appear to them to have the greateil
numoer of legal votes in his favour, . ' ,

18. That the ele@ors immediately on their meeting, and
before they proceed to the eletion of fenators, taka f{uch
oath of fupport and fidelity to this ftate, as this convention or
‘the legiflature fhall direct, and alfo an oath to eledt, witliout
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